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Mr. ELLENDER, from the Committee on Claims, submitted the fol-
lowing

REPORT

[To accompany H. R. 4554]

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R.
4554) for the relief of the estate of Julian B. Wiggins, deceased, and
the estate of R. E. Thompson, deceased, having considered the same,
report favorably thereon with the recommendation that the bill do
pass with the following amendment:
On page 1, line 7, strike out the figures "$4,000" and insert "$2,500".
The facts are fully set forth in House Report No. 2002, Seventy-

seventh Congress, second session, which is appended hereto and made
a part of this report.

[H. Rept. No. 2002, 77th Cong., 2d sess.]

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 4554) for the

relief of Mrs. Carrie Lavada Wiggins, having considered the same, report favor-

ably thereon with amendments and recommend that the bill as amended do pass.

The amendments are as follows:
Line 5, after the word "appropriated" strike out all the language down to and

including the word "accident" in line 12, and insert in lieu thereof "to the est
ate

of Julian B. Wiggins, deceased, the sum of $7,500, and to the estate of
 R. E.

Thompson, deceased, the sum of $5,000 in full settlement of all claims agai
nst

the United States for injuries sustained resulting in their death."

At the end of the bill add: ": Provided, That no part of the amount ap
propriated

in this Act in excess of 10 per centum thereof shall be paid or delivered 
to or re-

ceived by any agent or attorney on account of services rendered 
in connection

with this claim, and the same shall be unlawful, any contract to the
 contrary

notwithstanding. Any person violating the provisions of this Act shall be deemed

guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be fined in 
any sum not

exceeding $1,000."
Amend the title so as to read: "A bill for the relief of the estate 

of Julian B.

Wiggins, deceased, and the estate of R. E. Thompson, deceased."

The purpose of the proposed legislation is to pay to the estate 
of Julian B.

Wiggins, deceased, the sum of $7,500, and to the estate of R. E
. Thompson, de-

ceased, the sum of $5,000, by reason of the death of Wiggins a
nd Thompson on
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October 7, 1940, near Greenville S. C., while assisting an investigator in the Al-
cohol Tax Unit, Treasury Department, in the seizure and delivery to the custody
of the Federal authorities of an automobile transporting non-tax-paid liquor.
From the files of the Alcohol Tax Unit, it appears that Investigator W. C. Elrod,
stationed at Greenville, S. C., called upon Deputy Sheriff R. E. Thompson and
State Constable Julian B. Wiggins to assist in locating and seizing a Ford coupe
automobile which an informer had reported was engaged in the unlawful trans-
portation of non-tax-paid liquor, and with the asistance of these State officers,
Investigator Elrod was successful in seizing the suspected automobile. It con-
tained 108 gallons of non-tax-paid whisky. Upon the request of Investigator
Elrod, Constable Wiggins and Deputy Sheriff Thompson undertook to drive the
seized car to Greenville for the purpose of storing it in the Government contract
garage; that after they had proceeded about 21/2 ir iles in the direction of Green-
ville on United States Highway 25, the seized car, in rounding a slight curve,
skidded, reversed itself, and collided with a Chevrolet truck loaded with a 5-ton
concrete mixer, approaching from the opposite direction. The road at the time
of the accident was very slippery and wet. Upon investigation, it was found that
the car was equipped with 'helper spring and certain type of hydraulic brakes,"
which would make the car ride very rough and bumpy when not heavily loaded,
and would tend to cause the car to skid.

There were two bills introduced as result of this accident, and your committee
have amended H. R. 4553 to include both claims.
The Treasury Department, in report dated August 12, 1941, on H. R. 4553,

which was for the relief of Margaret May Thompson and Eunice Junetta Wiggins,
recommended, "The Department is of the opinion that the bill is not without
merit, but that the amount proposed to be paid is excessive, in view of the absence
of any showing of dependence upon Deputy Sheriff Thompson for support of the
sisters named in the bill."
The Treasury Department, on September 15, 1941, in reporting on H. R. 4554,

for the relief of Mrs. Carrie Lavada Wiggins, recommends, "The Department is
of the opinion that the bill is not without merit. The amount, if any, to be
appropriated, is, however, a matter for the determination of Congress."
Your committee, after carefully considering the facts of the case, recommend

that the bill, as amended to the estate of R. E. Thompson and to the estate of
Julian B. Wiggins, be passed. Your committee have been informed that Thomp-

son was helping support his two sisters and two brothers, with whom he lived.
Wiggins is survived by his wife and several small children. For these reasons,

your committee feel that the money handled and distributed under the laws of the

State would be equally distributed to the estate and, in the case of the dependent
children of Wiggins, the money will be spent only upon approval of the court.
Appended hereto is the report of the Treasury Department, together with other
pertinent evidence.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
Washington, September 15, 1941.

Hon. DAN R. MCGEHEE,
Chairman, Committee on Claims,

House of Representatives.

MY DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Reference is made to Department letter of August

29, 1941, relative to bill H. R. 4554, Seventy-seventh Congress, first session,

for the relief of Mrs. Carrie Lavada Wiggins.
The bill provides for the payment of $10,000 to Mrs. Carrie Lavada Wiggins,

Greenville, S. C., in full settlement of her claim against the United States 'on

account of the death of her husband, Julian B. Wiggins, late member of the

Governor's officers of the State of South Carolina, who died from injuries sus-

tained in an automobile accident on October 7, 1940, near Greenville, S. C.,

while assisting an investigator of the Alcohol Tax Unit, Treasury Department,

in the seizure and delivery to the custody of the Federal authorities of an auto-

mobile transporting non-tax-paid liquor."
The files of the Alcohol Tax Unit, Bureau of Internal Revenue, show that

Investigator W. C. Elrod of the Alcohol Tax Unit, stationed at Greenville S. C.,

called upon Deputy Sheriffs R. E. Thompson and T. P. Wood, and State Con-

stable Julian B. Wiggins to assist in locating and seizing a Ford coupe automobile

which an informer had reported was engaged in the unlawful transportation of

non-tax-paid whisky. With the assistance of these State officers, Investigator
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Elrod was successful in seizing the suspected automobile. It contained 108
gallons of non-tax-paid whisky. The seizure was made 5 miles north of Marietta,
in Greenville County, about 6 p. m., on the night of October 7, 1940.
Upon request of Investigator Elrod, State Constable Wiggins and Deputy

Sheriff Thompson undertook to drive the seized car to Greenville for the purpose
of storing it in the Government-contract garage. Investigator Elrod, in a Govern-
ment-owned automobile, accompanied by Deputy Sheriff Wood, followed, at a
distance of about 200 yards, the seized car driven by Constable Wiggins. After
they had proceeded for about 21/2 miles in the direction of Greenville on United
States Highway 25, the seized car, in rounding a slight curve, skidded, reversed
itself, and collided with a Chevrolet trailer truck, loaded with a 5-ton concrete
mixer, approaching from the opposite direction.

Special Investigator James T. Rogers of the Alcohol Tax Unit made an examina-
tion of the highway at the place where the accident occurred and reports that he
found "at a point within the curve a swell in the pavement which would cause any
automobile traveling over it to be thrown sideways." Also that at the time the
accident occurred, the pavement was "very slippery and wet." Moreover, that
the "helper spring and certain type of hydraulic brakes with which the seized car
was equipped" would make the car ride very rough and bumpy when not heavily
loaded and would tend to cause the car to skid. The right rear tire on the seized
car "was well worn and very slick," according to Special Investigator Rogers, who
further reports that the car was traveling at about 40 miles per hour at the time
it skidded and collided with the truck.
As the direct result of the collision, State Constable Wiggins and Deputy

Sheriff Thompson received serious injuries which caused their deaths. Deputy
Sheriff Thompson died almost immediately. Constable Wiggins was taken to
St. Francis Hospital, Greenville, S. C., where he died the following night, October
8, 1940.

Special Investigator Rogers reported that in his opinion "the wreck was caused"
by the "helper spring" equipment on the seized car, and that the accident "was
unavoidable."
The Department is of opinion that the bill is not without merit. The amount,

if any, to be appropriated is, however, a matter for the determination of Congress.
Very truly yours,

Hon. DAN R. MCGEHEE,
Chairman, Committee on Claims, House of Representatives,

Washington, D. C.

MY DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Reference is made to your letter of July 21, 1941,
previously acknowledged, transmitting a copy of a bill, H. R. 4553, Seventy-
seventh Congress, first session, for the relief of Margaret May Thompson and
Eunice Juenita Thompson.
The bill provides for the payment of $5,000 to Margaret May Thompson and

85,000 to Eunice Juenita Thompson in full settlement of all claims of these persons
against the United States "on account of the death of their brother, R. E. Thomp-

son, late deputy sheriff of Greenville County, S. C., who died from injuries sus-
tained in an automobile accident on October 7, 1940, near Greenville, S. C., while
assisting an investigator of the Alcohol Tax Unit, Treasury Department, in the
seizure and delivery to the custody of the Federal authorities of an automobile
transporting non-tax-paid liquor."
The files of the Alcohol Tax Unit, Bureau of Internal Revenue, show that

Investigator W. C. Elrod, stationed at Greenville, S. C., called upon Deputy

Sheriffs R. E. Thompson and T. P. Wood, and State Constable Julian B. Wiggins

to assist in locating and seizing a Ford coupe automobile which an informer had

reported was engaged in the unlawful transportation of non-tax-paid whisky.

With the assistance of these State officers, Investigator Elrod was successful in

seizing the suspected automobile. It contained 108 gallons of non-tax-paid

whisky. The seizure was made 5 miles north of Marietta, in Greenville County,

about 6 p. m., on the night of October 7, 1940.
Upon request of Investigator Elrod, Constable Wiggins and Deputy Sheriff

Thompson undertook to drive the seized car to Greenville for the purpose of

D. W. BELL,
Acting Secretary of the Treasury.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
Washington, August 12, 1941.
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storing it in the Government contract garage. Investigator Elrod, in a Govern-ment-owned automobile, accompanied by Deputy Sheriff Wood, followed, at adistance of about 200 yards, the seized car driven by Constable Wiggins. After
they had proceeded for about 2Y2 miles in the direction of Greenville on UnitedStates Highway No. 25, the seized car, in rounding a slight curve, skidded, reverseditself, and collided with a Chevrolet trailer truck, loaded with a 5-ton concrete
mixer, approaching from the opposite direction.

Special Investigator James T. Rogers, made an examination of the highway at
the point where the accident occurred and reports that he found "at a pointwithin the curve a swell in the pavement which would cause any automobiletraveling over it to be thrown sideways." Also that at the time the accidentoccurred, the pavement was "very slippery and wet." Moreover, that the"helper spring and certain type of hydraulic brakes with which the seized car was
equipped" would make the car ride very rough and bumpy when not heavily
loaded and would tend to cause the car to skid. The right rear tire on the seized
car "was well worn and very slick," according to Special Investigator Rogers,
who further reports that the car was traveling at about 40 miles per hour at thetime it skidded.
When the seized car skidded and collided with the truck, "the impact caused

the 5-ton concrete mixer to roll forward onto the cab of the truck, crushing it.The right rear of the Ford coupe [seized car took the brunt of this impact.Deputy Sheriff Thompson, who was sitting on the right side, was the more seriously
injured and died about an hour later in General Hospital at Greenville, S. C."
There is nothing to show that Deputy Sheriff Thompson was in any way respon-
sible for the accident.
The files of the Alcohol Tax Unit further indicate that Deputy Sheriff Thompson

was unmarried, that his parents are dead, and that he made his home with his
sisters, named in the bill, and two brothers.
The Department is of opinion that the bill is not without merit, but that theamount proposed to be paid is excessive in view of the absence of any showing

of dependence upon Deputy Sheriff Thompson for support of the sisters named
in the bill.

Very truly yours,
JOHN L. SULLIVAN,

Acting Secretary of the Treasury.

GREENVILLE. S. C., December 26, 1940,
Hon. JOSEPH R. BRYSON,

Member of Congress from South Carolina,
Post Office Building, Greenville, S. C. '

DEAR CONGRESSMAN BRYSON: We, the undersigned, R. H. Bearden, sheriff
of Greenville County and G. R. Richardson, former sheriff of Greenville County
and now a lieutenant of the Governor's officers, respectfully, request your assist-
ance in securing a Federal appropriation to aid the families of J. B. Wiggins and
Earl Thompson, both deceased. For your information and consideration in this
matter we submit to you the following facts:
On October 7, 1940, Earl Thompson was a deputy sheriff of Greenville County,

serving as such under G. R. Richardson, sheriff, and had been serving as such for
almost 4 years under the late Sheriff John A. Martin. J. B. Wiggins was an
officer of the State of South Carolina being a member of the Governor's officers
and assigned to Greenville County where he worked out of the sheriff's office.
On the date mentioned above these two officers were assisting the local Federal
agents of the Alcohol Tax Unit. While so assisting they captured an automobile
which was transporting non-tax-paid whisky in the upper section of this county.
These two officers attempted to drive the bootlegger's car into town and while
driving the car at a reasonable and lawful rate of speed, it skidded on the wet
pavement and crashed into a heavy truck going in the opposite direction. In
this unavoidable accident both of the above-named officers were killed.

J. B. Wiggins, deceased, left a wife and several small children all of whom were
dependent upon his income for support. Earl Thompson was not married but
he lived with his two sisters and was considered as the head of the family since
his father and mother were both dead and his sisters depended upon him for
support.

It is useless for us to tell you what fine officers and men these two were, since
the most casual inquiry among any of your friends will verify the fact that they
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were not only fine officers, but honest, sober, courteous men and a credit to the
community.

There is no provision either in the county or State for the assistance of their
respective families and it is for this reason that we are appealing to you for help
in this matter. These officers were on duty when killed and were assisting the
Federal officers in the enforcement of the Federal laws. It has always been the
policy of the sheriff's office here to cooperate with all Federal officers in the
enforcement of the law and we are sure that the Federal officers will verify this
fact.
We are writing this letter in behalf of their families because we feel that in our

respective official positions and our association with these two officers, that their
respective families look to us for assistance in this matter.
We also wish to assure you that anything that you can do for these poor,

unfortunate people will be considered by us as a personal favor.
With kind personal regards, we remain

Yours very truly,
R. H. BEARDEN,
G. R. RICHARDSON.

Hospital and funeral expenses on Earl Thompson, including monument

Hospital expense $10
Funeral expense 517
Tomb 1,075

Total 1,602

Hospital and funeral expense on J. B. Wiggins, including monument or tomb

Hospital $43. 75
Burial 470.00
Burial plot 120.00
Tomb 60.00

Total 693.75
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